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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  for  the  Year  1938. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  forty-sixth  Annual  Report. 
Public  Health  Officers: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time),  E.  STANLEY  ROBINSON. 

Surveyor  &  Sanitary  Inspector,  L.  H.  POOLE,  M.I.M  C.E.,C.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  D.  G.  JONES. 

About  30  men  are  employed  by  the  Council  in  scavenging 
and  other  sanitary  work. 

The  original  draft  of  the  report  was  of  considerable  length 
but,  in  the  circumstances  it  seemed  advisable  to  omit  comment 
on  many  matters  of  public  interest. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  statistics  are  compiled  from  data  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  :  they  do  not  agree  exactly  with  those  obtained 
from  local  sources. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3204 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid.  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7692 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  the  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2387 

Rateable  value  and  sum  represented  by  id.  rate  £67,130 

£2i° 

1  lie  number  of  houses  has  increased  since  1937  by  152, 

the  Rateable  value  by  £4,130  and  the  penny  rate  by  £19. 

'I  he  data  were  not  received  from  the  Registrar-General  until 
the  end  of  the  last  week  in  May  :  hence  the  delay  in  completing 
the  report :  they  used  to  be  received  111  March. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year,  which  have  been 
given  in  the  following  form  and  relate  to  the  net  births  and  deaths, 
after  correction,  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  as  furnished  by 
the  Registrar-General. 


Total. 

Live  Births,  Legitimate  128 

Illegitimate  4 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  6 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  94 


Male. 

Femal 

68 

60 

0 

4 

2 

4 

50 

44 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  1 7 *  r . 
Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  17*9. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  12*2. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  nil. 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 
All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles  ,, 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ,, 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


22*6. 

22*6. 

nil. 

7* 

nil 

nil 


Births. — Males  68,  Females  6o,  Total  128.  Birth  Rate  17*1. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  ...  ...  15*1. 

All  births  of  non-residents  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  are 
excluded. 

34  births  of  residents  took  place  in  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
about  a  quarter  of  the  children  born  :  the  other  three-quarters 
were  born  at  home. 


Deaths. — Males  50,  Females  44,  Total  94.  Death  Rate  12*2. 

Death  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  1 1  *6. 

No  fewer  than  52  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65,  43  over 
70,  24  over  80,  and  4  over  90. 

Though  only  9  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Senility,  a 
considerable  proportion  of  those  registered  as  due  to  myocardial 
degeneration  were  between  70  and  90  years  old;  so  that  of  the 
27  attributed  to  heart  disease  a  certain  number  really  died  of  old 
age. 


Infant  Mortality. — Only  3  children  died  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  giving  the  extraordinary  low  rate  of  22*7  per  1,000  live 
births  :  the  lowest  ever  registered  in  the  district.  This  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation  and  may  possibly  be  attributed  to  the  working 
of  the  Midwives  Act  and  the  Maternity  &  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 
Time  will  prove. 

Cancer . — 7  died  from  Cancer  during  the  year  compared  with 
18  last  year,  12  in  1935  and  11  in  1934. 

Stomach  2,  Bowel  2,  Lung  1,  Bladder  1,  Ovary  1. 

Violence. — 4  deaths  :  1  motor  accident,  2  falls  : — old  women  (1 
a  fractured  thigh)  and  one  child  who  was  suffocated  in  a  cesspool. 

Tuberculosis — 5  deaths — all  pulmonary — were  due  to  this 
disease,  these  are  discussed  elsewhere  in  the  report. 

Influenza. — 4  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Influenza, 
which  was  epidemic  from  the  end  of  March  until  the  end  of  May: 
the  type  was  more  severe  than  usual  and  some  of  the  deaths 
registered  under  pneumonia  were  probably  influenzal  in  origin. 
Children  generally  escaped  infection. 
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Pneumonia . — 5  deaths,  3  of  persons  in  the  prime  of  life  were 
registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 

The  comparatively — but  not  really — high  death  rate  may  be 
jointly  attributed  to  the  number  of  aged  persons  who  happened 
to  die  during  the  year  and  the  Influenza  epidemic. 

The  Registrar's  estimate  of  population  for  1938  is  less  than 
that  of  the  previous  year,  I  informed  him  that  for  many  years 
the  number  of  births  has  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths,  that 
many  new  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied  by  newcomers 
into  the  district,  that  few  residents  have  left  the  district  and, 
finally,  that  the  allowance  of  gas  masks  based  on  his  estimate 
has  proved  insufficient  by  several  hundreds.  The  transfer  of 
population  from  demolished  and  re-conditioned  houses  has  been 
taken  into  consideration.  His  low  estimate  affects  the  birth  and 
death  rates  to  some  extent. 

Social  Conditions. 

Public  Assistance. — The  amount  distributed  in  the  year  ending 
March  1939  was  £  \  1 20-10-0,  a  comparatively  small  sum. 

Persons  relieved  : — Men  47,  Women  71,  Children  85,  1  otal  203, 

Unemployment. — Men  88,  Young  Men  6,  Boys  1,  Women  36, 

Young  Women  2,  Total  133,  again  a  comparatively  small  number. 

The  general  outlook  on  life  has  changed  a  good  deal  since 
the  last  war  :  apathy  (as  witness  the  slow  response  to  A.R.P. 
appeals)  and  a  tendency  to  self-indulgence  are  more  common. 
Churches  and  Chapels  are  comparatively  empty ;  cinemas, 
racecourses  and  football  stadia  are  crowded  :  excessive  cigarette 
smoking — by  men  and  women —  filthy  literature,  decadent  music, 
suggestive  advertisements  of  nude  or  semi-nude  females,  the 
adoration  of  film  stars,  all  point  to  moral  degeneration.  On  the 
other  hand  drunkenness  is  really  rare. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  facilities. — Are  the  same  as  for  last  year. 

Ambulance  facilities. — For  many  years  I  have  commented  on 
the  need  for  an  ambulance  in  the  district.  Accidents  frequently 
occur  on  road  and  river  and  often  patients,  needing  operation  or 
otherwise  ill,  must  be  conveyed  to  hospital  without  delay.  of 
subsidy  is  paid  to  the  Kidderminster  Corporation  for  the  use  A 
their  ambulance  but  the  arrangement  involves  delay  which  may 
prove  fatal.  The  lack  of  an  ambulance  has  also  hampered 
A.R.P.  exercises. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  district  is  worked  by  3  nurses — 
all  midwives,  and  shares  the  services  of  another  nurse  mid¬ 
wife  with  Astley  and  Areley  Kings  During  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  72  midwifery  cases  were  attended  by  our  nurses. 
Three  nurses  paid  over  200  ante-natal  visits  ;  over  1000  visits  to 
infants,  nearly  250  visits  to  tuberculous  patients  as  well  as 
attending  school  clinics  and  ante-natal  and  infant  welfare  clinics. 
I  believe  the  services  of  these  nurses  are  of  inestimable  value  to 
the  health  of  the  district  :  they  should  be  paid  for  out  of  public 
funds  and  not  have  to  rely  on  voluntary  subscriptions.  The 
salaries  should  be  on  a  much  more  generous  scale  and,  on 
retirement,  nurses  should  receive  adequate  pensions  to  enable 
them  to  live  in  comfort.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  sufficient 
number  of  efficient  nurses  will  continue  until  the  service  is  made 
more  attractive. 


Hospitals'.  Public  and  Voluntary. — The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity 
Hospital  is  the  only  one  in  the  district.  Patients  needing  hospital 
treatment  go  to  The  Kidderminster  General  Hospital  or  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Birmingham  Hospitals.  Mental  cases 
are  dealt  with  at  Barnsley  Hall  and  Powick  Mental  Hospitals. 
Tuberculosis  cases  are  treated  at  special  hospitals  in  the  County, 
and  Infectious  Diseases  at  Hayley  Green  Hospital.  There  is  a 
Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  Kidderminster. 


Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital. — There  are  12  beds  in  the 
General  Wards  and  6  in  the  Private  Wards.  Cases  are  received 
from  all  over  the  County,  most  come  from  Kidderminster  which 
ought  to  have  a  maternity  hospital  of  it’s  own. 

Cases  admitted  in  1938  :  — 


General  Wards  266 

Women  delivered — 

General  Wards  232 

Infants  born  alive — 

General  Wards  223 

Stillborn  Infants  ...  ...  ... 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 


Private  Wards  23 
Private  Wards  22 

Private  Wards  22 

•  •  •  •  •  •  9 


6 

1 


Of  the  132  infants  born  in  the  district  during  the  year  34— 
that  is  approximately  one  quarter — were  born  in  hospital,  the  rest 
at  home. 

Only  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  among 
these  maternity  cases— 98— treated  at  home  and  no  case  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

The  cost  to  the  County  of  each  case  treated  in  hospital  was 
approximately  £  1  1 , 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — The  supply  is  ample  and  of  excellent  quality  :  it  is 
bought  from  the  Bewdley  Corporation  which  undertakes  the 
necessary  analysis.  Samples  are  taken  and  sent  for  analysis  also 
by  the  Stourport  Council.  The  quantity  used  and  main  extensions 
appear  in  the  report  ot  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Ratepayers  in  the 
Lower  Heath  district  have  applied  for  a  supply  and  certainly  their 
present  supply  is  open  to  suspicion.  But  there  is  no  system  of 
sewage  nor  is  one  practicable  in  the  water-logged  area. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage , — A  combined  system  of  sewerage  by 
the  Kidderminster  and  Bewdley  Corporations  and  the  Stourport 
District  Council  is  in  course  of  construction. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — The  district  is,  roughly, 
inspected  each  week  and  any  unsatisfactory  conditions  noted. 
This  entails  a  weekly  mileage  of  about  20  miles. 

Camping  Sites. — There  is  no  extensive  camping  system  and 
the  duration  seldom  exceeds  10  days  or  a  fortnight.  They  were 
visited  during  occupation  and— on  the  whole — arrangements  for 
water  supply  and  sanitation  were  satisfactory. 

Public  Lavatories. — The  matter  of  public  lavatories  has  been 
before  the  Council  for  many  years  and  especially  with  regards  to 
accommodation  near  the  River  Severn  and  the  Bridge  :  for  lack 
of  it  unpleasant  sights  may  be  seen  during  the  tripper  season. 
There  is  now  a  likelihood  of  acquiring  an  excellent  sight  adjacent 
to  the  Bridge  Meadow. 

A  proposal  for  a  public  lavatory  below  street  level  and  right 
opposite  to  residential  property  was  discarded,  though  not  till  the 
Surveyor  had  spent  many  hours  on  plans  and  estimates. 

A  well  provided  public  lavatory  might  be  established  on  the 
site  of  back  to  back  (type)  houses  at  the  top  of  Swan  passage  to 
replace  the  present  urinal  which  is  directly  under  bedroom 
windows  in  the  Swan  Hotel:  at  the  same  time  the  urinal  on  Lion 
Hill  might  be  scrapped.  Unfortunately  these  works  will  have  to 
wait  till  after  the  war. 

Refuse  Disposal. — The  dump  alongside  the  Kidderminster 
main  road — which  has,  at  times,  emulated  the  nuisance  from  the 
Kidderminster  Sewage  Farm  will  not  be  available  much  longer, 

The  Bewdley  Corporation  enquired  some  months  ago  if  the 
Council  was  willing  to  consider  a  joint  “destructor”  :  the  reply 
was  in  the  negative.  But  some  further  arrangement  must  be 
made  before  long. 
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A  case  in  which  the  refuse  had  to  be  carried  through  the 
living  rooms  of  certain  cottages  in  Foundry  Street  was  reported 
to  the  Council  but  the  owners  of  the  cottages  took  approximately 
a  year  to  do  away  with  this  disgusting  state  of  affairs  and  then 
only  when  threatened  with  legal  proceedings. 

Smoke  Abatement . — In  July  complaints  were  received  from 
tenants  of  cottages  in  Baldwin  Road  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  oil 
smoke  from  the  Anglo  which  permeated  the  rooms  with  a  horrible 
stive,  covered  the  windows  with  a  film  which  could  not  be 
removed,  darkened  the  living  rooms  and  affected  the  vegetation 
in  the  gardens.  The  complaints  were  repeated  from  time  to  time 
but  it  was  not  till  a  year  had  elapsed  that  the  Surveyor  reported 
that  the  nuisance  had  been  abated.  Even  now  the  film  covers  the 
windows,  and  the  vegetation  is  stunted.  Yet  no  compensation 
has  been  received  by  the  afflicted  tenants  who  are  too  poor  to 
take  legal  measures.  They  trust  the  Council — the  members  are 
well  aware  of  the  nuisance —will  see  them  righted. 

Swimming  Baths. — Sixty  years  ago  a  few  public  spirited 
members  of  the  Community  formed  a  company  which  provided 
pontoon  swimming  baths  on  the  River  Severn.  The,  then,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  welcomed  them  as  a  great  asset  to  the  town  and 
urged  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  for  every  schoolchild  to 
be  taught  to  swim.  For  fifty-five  years  many  thousands  of 
inhabitants  and  visitors  bathed  in  comfort  and  safety  and  many 
thousands  of  children  learnt  to  swim. 

After  some  years,  I  forget  exactly  how  many,  the  baths  were 
taken  over  by  the  Council  as  a  public  service  and  continued  in  use 
till  five  years  ago  when,  by  reason  of  age,  they  became  unsafe  and 
were  closed. 

During  the  next  four  years,  from  time  to  time,  desultory 
discussions  took  place  in  Council  with  regard  to  providing  public 
baths  :  eventually  a  Public  Enquiry  was  held  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  who  approved  a  scheme  for  pontoon  swimming  baths,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  advantages  far  outweighed  any  dis¬ 
advantages  due  to  some  river  pollution  especially  as  measures 
could  be  taken  by  the  Council  to  lessen  or  abate  that  nuisance. 
The  County  Council  had  undertaken  to  support  any  such  measures. 
However,  a  hitch  occurred,  further  discussions  took  place  which 
resulted  in  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  being  ignored 
and  by  8  votes  to  5  the  scheme  was  “scotched. " 

Unfortunately  the  members  of  the  Council  who  ‘‘scotched" 
the  scheme  have  taken  no  steps  to  suggest  another  scheme  or 
even  to  deal  with  the  river  pollution. 

The  net  result  is  that  ,£130  has  been  spent  in  an  abortive 
effort  and  the  public —especially  the  children — must  manage 
without  swimming  baths  till —Heaven  knows  when.  Which  is  a 
pity. 


6 


Hartlebury  Common  and  the  Domination  of  the 
S.W.  &  5.  Power  Company —“Vandalism  in  Excels  is.” — 

My  predecessor — Dr.  Cadogan  Masterman—  often  urged  the 
people  of  Stourport  to  make  more  use  of  Hartlebury  Common 
stressing  the  fact  that  nowhere  in  Worcestershire  could  fresher 
more  bracing  air  be  obtained  and  reminding  them  of  it’s — in  some 
respects — unique  natural  history. 

What  would  he  say  if  he  were  with  us  still  ?  Air  polluted  by 
the  belching  smoke  and  grit  of  4  huge  chimney  stacks,  ever 
increasing  number  of  pylons  and  overhead  cables  straddling 
webwise  in  all  directions  :  and  now  a  railway  with  3  bridges, 
skirting  it’s  boundary  along  and  over  which  loaded  waggons 
will  rumble  and  empty  waggons  will  rattle  by  day  and  possibly 
by  night  also. 

Whether,  through  lack  of  foresight,  the  Council  were  unable 
to  prevent  this  onslaught  on  the  amenities  of  the  district  or  were 
willing  to  accept  it  for  the  sake  of  increased  rateable  value  many 
interested  in  the  natural  history  of  the  Common  would  like  to 
know  :  others,  more  materialistic,  ask  why,  if  we  must  put  up 
with  these  conditions,  is  the  price  of  electricity  not  reduced  to 
the  consumer. 

The  position  of  a  sub-station  at  the  bottom  of  Windmill  Bank 
was  apparently,  not  realised  when  plans  for  the  road  to  the 
Walshes  Housing  Scheme  was  made.  The  result  is  that  another 
road  must  replace  that  originally  intended  involving  the  purchase 
of  land  for  the  purpose.  Who  pays  ? 

Schools. —  During  the  year  I  have  paid  a  good  many  visits  to 
the  schools  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious 
disease  and  diphtheria  immunisation. 

I  have  been  impressed  by  the  improved  general  health  of  the 
children — both  physical  and  mental — especially  among  those 
attending  the  Senior  Schools.  It  was  slightly  less  marked 
among  the  other  schools  but  they  had  been  suffering  from 
epidemics  of  Mumps  and  Chicken-pox  which  quite  accounts  for  it. 

Parents  and  Visitors  were  delighted  with  the  keenness  and 
general  appearance  of  the  children  at  the  School  Sports. 

Chicken-pox  (chiefly  affecting  the  Juniors  and  Infants) 
started  after  the  schools  opened  in  January  and  lasted  till  the 
summer  holidays — there  was  a  slight  recrudescence  in  the  autumn. 

Mumps. — Was  epidemic  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and 
interfered  with  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Scarlatina. — A  few  cases  only,  no  epidemic  :  chiefly  among 
infants.  An  epidemic  of  coughs  and  colds  reduced  attendances 
at  Areley  Kings  Schools  in  December. 
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Housing. 

A  pamphlet  recently  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  “About 
Housing"  should  be  read  and  digested  by  everybod}'  interested  in 
public  health  from  which  the  following  is  quoted:  — 

A  decent  home  is  a  primary  social  need ,  of  fundamental  importance 
to  the  nation' s  health. 

Where  overcrowding  is  rife  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  and  of  infant 
and  maternal  mortality  is  almost  invariably  higher  than  the  average. 

Section  85  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  says  : — 

The  authority  shall  secure  that  in  the  selection  of  their 
tenants  a  reasonable  preference  is  given  to  persons  who  are 
occupying  insanitary  or  overcrowded  houses,  HAVE  LARGE 
FAMILIES,  or  are  living  under  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 
This  applies  not  merely  to  the  new  houses  which  are  now  coming 
into  occupation  but  to  ALL  houses  in  the  possession  of  the 
authority. 

The  Overcrowding  Survey  of  1936  emphasised  the  need  for 
building  small  houses  specially  designed  for  elderly  couples  and 
single  people  at  a  low  rent.  The  workers  must  have  houses  at 
rents  which  they  can  afford  to  pay. 

A  local  authority  have  power  to  grant  any  tenant  a  rebate 
from  rent  and  many  local  authorities  have  now  got  rebate 
schemes  in  operation  based  on  the  income  of  the  tenant  in 
relation  to  the  size  of  his  family. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year 
according  to  the  rate  books  was  2387. 

The  Council  now  owns  383  houses  which  brings  in  :  — 
in  rents  £4335,  in  rates  ^1930,  in  grant  £4036. 

The  Housing  debt  is  £180,864. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year : — 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  181 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  190 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  73 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  75 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  48 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  25 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  20 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  3 

(b)  —  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  no 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

( a )  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c) . —  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act  1 936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  5 

(d)  . — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  being  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  igg6 — Part  IV — Overcrowding : — ■ 

(a)  —  (ij  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  49 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  190  approx. 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(c) -(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  100 

approx. 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report.  The  form  supplied  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  has  been  filled  in  and  gives 
information  in  detail  of  housing  in  1938 

One  hundred  and  eighty  one  houses  were  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Officers  during  the  year  and,  generally  subsequently,  by 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  :  unfortunately  in  some  cases 
opinions  differed,  and  houses  that  were  condemned  by  the  officials 
eventually  escaped  demolition  Orders — which  was  a  pity. 

Demolition  orders  in  many  instances  pressed  hardly  on  the 
owners,  one  case  in  particular  is  worth  recording  : — • 

Certain  cottages  were  scheduled  for  demolition  :  they  had 
been  purchased  by  the  life  savings  of  a  provident  worker  with  the 
object  of  providing  a  source  of  income  for  him  and  his  wife  in  old 
age:  part  of  the  purchase  money  had  to  be  borrowed  on  mortgage. 
The  result  of  the  demolition  order  is  : — 

The  income  to  which  the  man  was  looking  forward  to  in  old 
age  will  not  be  forthcoming. 

The  money  borrowed  on  mortgage  has  to  be  repaid. 

The  cost  of  demolition  has  to  be  borne  by  the  owner. 

As  the  site  of  the  buildings  is  water-logged  the  Council 
cannot  allow  other  cottages  to  be  built  on  it. 

Unfortunately  the  owner  did  not  understand  that  failure  to 
appeal  against  the  order,  the  order  became  operative  3  weeks 
after  it  was  served  or  that  there  is  no  way  in  which  a  demolition 
can  be  rescinded  once  it  has  come  into  operation,  At  the  time  of 
the  appeal  he  was  ill  in  bed.  When  the  case  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  the  Clerk  sententiously  remarked  “hard 
cases  make  bad  law.”  I  suggest  “bad  law  makes  hard  cases.” 
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Other  poor  owners  were  hard  hit  to  a  lesser  extent. 

As  a  matter  of  archeological  interest  some  of  the  picturesque 
old  cottages  might  have  been  photographed  before  demolition  :  it’s 
too  late  now. 

The  County  Council  agrees  with  the  decision  of  many 
authorities  not  to  evacuate  poor  old  folk  from  houses  scheduled 
for  demolition  if  practicable  on  the  understanding  that  there  shall 
be  no  re-letting. 

Housing  Manager. — After  considerable  discussion  as  to  the 
respective  merits  of  male  or  female  the  Council  appointed  Mr.  W. 
Rowbotham  as  Housing  Manager.  There  are  now  between 
300  and  400  Council  Houses:  when  the  Walshes  Farm  Scheme  is 
completed  the  number  will  approximate  500.  He  is  keen  on  his 
job  and  is  well  received  by  the  tenants.  If  He  adopts  the  motto 
“a  stitch  in  time  saves  nine”  a  lot  of  money  will  be  saved  for  the 
ratepayers. 

Manor  Farm  Housing  Scheme. —  Of  the  108  houses  48  were 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year:  every  house  was  completed 
and  occupied  by  the  middle  of  this  year.  The  architect — Mr.  W. 
H.  Godwin — must  be  congratulated  on  producing  a  scheme  which 
is  good  to  look  at  and  to  live  in  :  he  describes  it  thus  : — 

The  Building  of  these  Houses  is  the  outcome  of  the  slum 
clearance  and  overcrowding  scheme  and  it  has  been  given  very 
careful  consideration  by  the  Council. 

The  houses  are  of  two,  three,  and  four  bedroom  types  so  as  to 
provide  adequate  accommodation  for  the  small,  medium  and  large 
families. 

The  two  bedroom  type  has  the  following  accommodation  : — 
Living  Room,  Scullery,  two  good  Bedrooms  and  a  Bathroom  and 
coals,  W.C.  and  Larder. 

The  three  bedroom  type  has  also  a  Living  Room,  Sitting 
Room,  and  a  Bathroom  and  similar  coals,  W  C.  and  Larder. 

The  four  bedroom  type  have  four  good  sized  bedrooms  with 
Bathroom,  a  large  Living  Room  and  Sitting  Room  and  similar 
coals,  W.C.  and  Larder. 

Much  care  has  been  given  to  the  layout  and  the  houses,  they 
are  sited  so  as  to  give  a  maximum  sunshine  to  the  habited  rooms, 
while  the  Food  Larders  have  been  planned  away  from  the  sun. 

In  each  house  there  is  a  good  range  in  the  Living  Room 
which  is  fitted  with  a  Boiler  giving  an  adequate  supply  of  hot 
water  to  the  sinks  and  bathrooms. 

Simplicity  in  design  and  the  use  of  good  materials  has  been 
the  keynote  of  the  scheme  while  the  layout  has  been  improved  by 
the  planning  of  the  Roads. 

The  Council  have  been  bold  in  omitting  the  front  fencing  and, 
instead,  have  laid  out  the  estate  with  turf  which  entirely  removes 
the  feeling  of  “Housing  Scheme”  and  makes  one  think  of  a 
Garden  Village. 
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No  indoor  accommodation  is,  however,  supplied  for  cycles  or 
prams.  The  architect  assured  me  that  such  accommodation  would 
have  cost  £15  per  house  :  surely  it  was  a  pity  to  spoil  the  ship  for 
the  sake  of  a  ha’porth  of  tar.  For  such  tenants  as  desire  them,  a 
wooden  hut  may  be  hired  at  a  rental  of  2  pence  per  week  :  they 
don’t  improve  the  aspect  of  the  scheme, 

1  have  visited  many  of  the  tenants  who,  without  exception, 
expressed  themselves  delighted  with  their  new  homes.  They  had, 
of  course,  been  transferred  from  demolished  and  overcrowded 
houses. 

The  Walshcs  Farm  Housing  Scheme  : — The  criticism  in  my  last 
Annual  Report  has  been  justified  :  it  seemed  an  extraordinary 
decision  deliberately  to  plant  houses  for  working  men  4  miles 
away  from  their  work  when  other,  much  nearer,  sites  are 
available:  it  was  evident  that  those  employed  at  the  Air  Force 
Depot  would  incur  loss  of  time  in  travelling  to  and  fro  and  the 
cost  of  transport  would  deplete  their  wages.  Present  conditions 
make  the  scheme  impracticable  so  the  Ministry  of  Health  have, 
for  the  duration  of  the  war,  scrapped  it. 

Now  that  the  Manor  Farm  Scheme  has  been  completed  the 
population  of  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  and  re-conditioning 
has  been  re-housed  and  a  certain  number  let  at  economic  rents. 

The  calling  up  of  soldiers,  sailors,  airmen  and  others 
employed  on  Government  work  will  make  the  need  for  more 
houses  for  the  working  classes  less  urgent. 


Prevalance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

6 

— 

Pneumonia 

28 

— 

5 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 
Erysipelas 

8 

-  - 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 
Chicken-pox 

50 

-  — - 

- 

Optbalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 
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Scarlatina  : — There  was  no  epidemic:  5  were  adults;  4  were 
infected  from  a  single  course  :  the  children  attended  different 
schools,  the  majority  came  from  the  infants  :  most  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  August  and  December.  One  child  died,  the  first  fatal 
case  in  this  district  for  many  years. 

Diphtheria : — Only  two  cases  were  notified  :  both  were 
probably  infected  outside  the  district,  one  worked  away  from 
home  and  the  other  had  been  in  contact  with  the  disease  in  an 
adjoining  district.  Both  were  treated  in  hospital  and  recovered. 

Immunisation'. — Of  the  360  children  whose  parents  wished 
them  to  be  immunised  only  196  completed  the  course  of  three 
innoculations  •  this  was  due  to  an  interfering  epidemic  of  mumps 
and  to  intervening  holidays  :  some  had  left,  and  gone  to  work  and 
some  had  left  the  district  or  gone  to  other  schools.  The  services 
of  Dr.  R.  L.  Corlett  were  kindly  provided  by  arrangement  with 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  his  tact  and  gentle  handling  of 
the  children  enabled  the  whole  process  to  go  through  without  a 
single  complaint :  moreover  there  were  no  unpleasant  after  effects 
beyond  a  slight  headache,  slight  soreness  of  the  arm  or  slight 
nettlerash — all  very  transient.  The  doctor  brought  a  nurse  with 
him  who  also  was  kind  and  tactful. 

Some  parents  were,  not  unnaturally,  apprehensive,  the 
process  was  new  to  them,  or  larger  numbers  would  have  attended. 
Another  time  the  applicants  would,  1  feel  sure,  be  less  hesitant. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia: — Each  case  was  notified  from  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  all  recovered. 

Pneumonia  j — Of  the  28  cases  notified  only  5  died  :  after 
influenza  a  broncho-pneunomic  condition  very  different  from  the 
pneumonia  of  pre-war  days  is  not  uncommon  :  it  is  less  fatal. 

Erysipelas  : — 8  cases  were  notified,  all  recovered  :  this,  too,  is 
a  less  dangerous  disease  than  it  used  to  be. 

Chicken-pox : — Off  and  on  this  disease  was  epidemic  through¬ 
out  the  year  :  the  type  was  mild,  lots  of  children  appeared  at 
school  with  the  rash  and  seemed  quite  well  :  it  was  not  considered 
needful  to  close  the  schools. 

Opthalrnia  Neonatorum :  One  case  was  notified. 

Influenza  : — This  was  epidemic  during  the  months  of  March, 
April  and  May  :  the  type  was  more  severe  than  of  late  years, 
there  were  a  large  number  of  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory 
complications  and  4  deaths.  Children  generally  were  not 
affected. 
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Mumps  and  Chicken-pox  were  epidemic,  chiefly  during  the 
summer  months:  the  type — in  both  cases — was  mild  but  suffi¬ 
ciently  extensive  to  interfere  with  school  attendance. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Service  has  suffered  a  grievous 
loss  by  the  premature  death  of  it’s  Chief  Officer,  Dr.  Gordon 
Smith  :  of  exceptional  ability  and  devotion  to  duty  he  radiated  a 
warm  hearted  sympathy  which  endeared  him  to  the  patients  and, 
indeed,  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact :  a  most  human 
public  official, 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is 
exactly  the  same  as  it  was  at  the  beginning — 31. 

In  all  11  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  6  deaths.  Not 
one  recovery  was  reported, 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases  t 

Deaths  1 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  . . 

1— 

1 

5  — 

1 

15— 

3 

2 

25  — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35- 

2 

45— 

1 

55-  . 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

6 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Five  of  the  cases  on  the  register  are  housewives,  4  factory 
hands.  Seven  cases  have  been  notified  from  the  Steatite  Area  in 
the  last  two  years  :  complaints  have  been  received — though  they 
are  by  no  means  confined  to  the  tenants  of  this  estate— that  when 
rent  and  rates  have  been  paid  there  is  not  enough  money  left  to 
buy  sufficient  food  and  clothing  for  the  household. 

Tuberculosis  is  a  County  Service,  administered  by  the  Chief 
Officer  with  two  assistants  who  supervise  patients  at  the  Sanatoria 
and  attend  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  and  act  as  consultants 
when  required  by  the  family  doctor. 

The  service  shews  a  lamentable  lack  of  initiative  in  dealing 
with  patients  discharged  from  sanatoria,  in  ensuring  that  they  may 
have  work  suitable  for  their  condition,  decent  housing,  a  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  nourishing  food  and  proper  clothing.  Also  that  contacts 
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are  supervised  and  provided  if  necessary  with  food  and  clothing 
and  isolated  from  the  patient.  Of  course  it  is  really  a  matter  of 
money  and  until  that  money  is  forthcoming  the  tuberculosis  service 
will  be  inefficient.  The  medical  staff  are  not  to  blame:  it's  the 
system. 

The  food  allowance  is  based  on  a  figure  of  £2  per  1000  of  the 
population  — for  this  district  ^14  per  annum,  less  than  10/-  per 
annum  for  each  case,  a  ridiculously  inadequate  sum,  for  a  person 
ill  with  tuberculosis  needs  an  ample  supply  of  digestible  food, 
well  cooked  and  attractively  served. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  writes  : — With  regard  to  food 
allowances  for  tuberculosis  cases,  it  is  not  every  case  which  would 
receive  assistance  as  this  is  restricted  to  cases  who  are  likely  to 
recover  and  where  the  extra  nourishment  would  aid  in  this  object. 
The  question  of  general  family  arrangements,  such  as  fuel, 
clothing,  assistance  to  contacts,  &c.  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  as  the  food  allowance  is  solely 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient.  The  position  does  not 
appear  to  be  logical  but  that  is  the  definite  Government  decision. 

This  most  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  should  be  realised  by 
the  public — and  altered.  In  these  conditions  the  prospect  of 
recovery  from  tuberculosis  in  the  average  working  man's  family 
is  very  slight  and  the  chances  of  transmitting  the  disease  to  other 
members  of  the  household  considerable. 

The  Council  appointed  an  After-care  Committee  early  in  the 
year  but  it  is  not  functioning,  the  first  meeting  has  yet  to  be 
held. 

Other  matters  referred  to  in  my  original  report,  but  now 
excluded  are  : — 

The  level  railway  crossing  and  the  Kidderminster  Sewage 
Farm — both  old  stagers— which  have  been  before  the  Council  for 
over  half  a  century.  The  Mortuary.  A  Refuse  Destructor.  The 
need  for  more  burial  accommodation.  Car  Parks  and  Bus  Shelters. 
Seats  on  Hartlebury  Hill  and  Windmill  Bank.  Slaughterhouses 
and  a  Public  Abbatoir.  The  flooding  of  Bridge  Meadow  and  (after 
heavy  rain)  Lickh ill  Road  The  slow  progress  of  York  Street 
Canal  Bridge.  The  unsightly  shacks  on  the  River-side.  Camps 
and  Houseboats  Female  labour  in  the  district. 

All  of  which  affect  more  or  less  directly  the  health,  comfort 
and  general  well-being  of  the  Community  and  need  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  Council. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Stanley  Robinson. 


September  22nd,  1939, 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Year  1938. 


The  Council  House, 

Stourport-on-Severn. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stourport-on-Severn  Urban  District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 

Inspections  and  Notices. 

During  the  year  650  visits  of  inspection  and  re-inspection 
were  paid  to  houses  and  other  premises  under  the  various  Acts, 
Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  connection  with  housing,  abatement 
of  nuisances,  infectious  diseases,  etc.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

Details  of  the  various  notifiable  diseases  are  given  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  table  below 
shows  the  number  of  certain  types  as  compared  with  those  for 
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Scarlet  Fever  ...  17  as  against  12  in  1937. 

Diphtheria  ...  2  „  4  ,, 

Disinfection  and  cleansing  was  carried  out  in  17  cases  As 
in  previous  years  inspections,  the  supply  of  disinfectant  and 
printed  instructions  has  been  continued. 

Refuse  Scavenging. 

This  work  has  again  been  regularly  and  systematically 
carried  out  by  the  Council's  workmen  and  details  of  the  work  are 
as  follows  : — 


Dry  Refuse . 

Liquid  Refuse. 

Dust  Bins  emptied 

12 1,260 

Cesspools  emptied 

245 

Ashpits  emptied 

1 

Middens  emptied 

95 

Loads  removed 

1,484 

Pails  emptied 

16,619 

Loads  removed 

L533 

16 


6,589  more  bins,  58  pails  and  48  cesspools  were  emptied  than 
in  1937. 

Steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  provision  of  proper  dust  bins 
to  all  houses  in  Areley  Kings  and  VVilden. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  were  inspected  when 
the  limewashing  of  the  premises  and  the  cleansing  of  the  milk 
vessels  was  found  to  have  received  attention. 

Canal  Boats. 

I  beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  15  Canal  Boats  were 
inspected.  It  was  found  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  Act  had 
been  complied  with  and  no  cause  for  complaint  arose.  No  case 
of  infectious  disease  was  notified  from  among  the  occupants.  By 
the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  became 
a  registration  authority,  but  no  applications  for  the  registration 
of  any  boats  were  received  either  since  the  coming  into  operation 
of  the  Act  in  1937  or  during  1938. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 


Offensive  Trades. 

No  offensive  trades  were  established  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

The  total  consumption  of  water  for  all  purposes  as  registered 
by  the  meters  at  Mount  Pleasant  during  the  year  amounted  to 
92,160,000  gallons,  which  was  an  increase  of  4,423,000  gallons  as 
compared  witli  that  of  1937. 

The  supply  from  three  wells  were  condemned. 

Two  standpipes  were  fixed  to  supply  certain  houses  at 
Areley  Kings. 

A  further  158  houses  were  connected  to  the  mains,  52  of  this 
number  being  at  Areley  Kings  and  Wilden  which  formerly 
obtained  supplies  from  wells  and  pumps. 

Approximately  1,070  yards  of  3  inch  cast  iron  mains  were 
laid  to  meet  building  development. 

Notices  were  given  in  respect  of  60  defective  fittings  which 
were  permitting  water  to  run  to  waste.  Some  160  taps  were 
re-washered  free  of  cost,  in  order  to  reduce  waste  from  this 
source. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Approval  was  received  to  the  new  sewage  scheme  and  work 
in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  joint  outfall  works  was 
commenced  during  the  year. 

About  480  yards  of  9  inch  stoneware  pipe  sewers  were  laid 
by  the  Council  and  private  enterprise. 

Housing. 

The  Manor  Farm  Housing  Scheme  was  commenced,  46  of 
the  108  houses  were  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  these 
have  been  allocated  to  persons  living  in  unfit  and  overcrowded 
houses. 

The  Walshes  Farm  Estate  was  purchased  and  plans  are 
being  prepared  for  a  further  200  houses  on  this  site. 

Some  60  houses  were  completed  by  private  persons. 

I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Lewis  H.  Poole, 

Sanitary  Inspector, 
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